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3NEWS
4 Two students intern 
at the South Dakota State 
Penitentiary to learn what 
life is like behind bars.
10 Foldscopes: 
inexpensive, unassuming 
microscopes that can make 
a big impact. 
13 Mike Byker has 
been named top sports 
information director by the 
GPAC.
FEATURES
15 An astronomy 
professor teaches students 
to pay attention to and 
delight in God's creation.
19 Dordt students 
and faculty wrestle with 
neuropsychology, mental 
health counseling, and the 
mind/body/soul debate.
24 During a two-
week course in Israel, 
Dordt students encounter 
competing narratives.
ALUMNI
32 Mike Vander 
Wel ('89), the 2017 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award winner, refl ects on 
how his faith has shaped 
his career at Boeing.
35  Kendra Broekhuis 
('11), Dordt's Horizon 
Award winner, talks about 
how she seeks to love her 
neighbors.
37 Luke Seerveld ('85) 
teaches Dordt students 





During the fall semester, Dordt students and faculty often mention 
how quickly time moves 
by. I think many of us 
fi nd that to be the 
case during the fall 
and into the holiday 
season; we all seem 
to have competing 
priorities, and 
in that state of 
busyness it is easy to get distracted. 
We might end up feeling a bit like the 
students pictured on the cover of this 
Voice issue: Either we speed by in a 
hurry to get to the next thing, or we’re 
so focused on something that we don’t 
notice what’s going on around us. 
I invite you to press pause as you read 
through this issue of the Voice. Many 
of the stories feature situations where 
students have had to stop, look around, 
pay attention, and refl ect. These 
opportunities provide students with 
a space to grow in their faith, to push 
themselves out of their comfort zones, 
to challenge their thinking, and to learn 
more about God’s world. 
As you page through this issue of 
the Voice, may you too fi nd space for 
refl ection and growth during this hectic 
season.
SARAH MOSS (ʼ10),  EDITOR
Editor’s Notes
A WINNING DEFENDER DAYS
Over 1,100 Dordt alumni and friends visited campus on October 13 and 14 to participate in 
Defender Days. The weekend's festivities included two music festivals, a 5K run, a dinner honoring 
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